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Transportation Equity Analysis Platform

The RI Division of Statewide Planning, in partnership
with other RI state agencies, is currently working to
develop a pla�orm to be er align social equity
policies, decisions, and outcomes into our planning
process. This effort is a result of the Justice40 federal
ini'a've, which requires that forty percent of the
benefits of certain federal investments are directed to
disadvantaged communities.

This work will include the development of an model to advance equity in
demographics, transporta'on, health, environment, and housing for underserved and
marginalized groups, including low-income and communi'es of color. The pla�orm will
significantly revamp and expand the transporta'on equity methodology that Statewide
Planning currently uses to evaluate RI transporta'on investments, including those in
t h e State Transporta'on Improvement Program (STIP)  and the Long Range
Transportation Plan.

Staff has reviewed other social equity analysis tools to develop best prac'ces that can
be implemented in Rhode Island, including: social equity performance measures for the
STIP; a social equity online dashboard to track and monitor performance towards the
equity goals; and an Equity Index Analysis that can be integrated into the upcoming
electronic STIP’s intake application. Project manager Mason Perrone says: "This analysis
under the equity pla�orm will be er inform planners and decision makers. Using this
data can protect disadvantaged popula'ons, planners can plan for- and implement-
better projects in these communities."

The next step will be to develop a dataset of various layers in ArcGIS that can be turned
on and off, depending on a user's needs. The mul'-agency GIS working group for this
project will con'nue working to establish a defini'on of equity that is aligned across
state agencies. The outcome of this work will be recommenda'ons, ac'ons, and a
methodology for equity analysis that can be used in the statewide transporta'on
planning process.  

For more informa'on on this project, please contact Mason Perrone, Assistant Chief of
the Transportation team, at Mason.Perrone@doa.ri.gov

http://www.planning.ri.gov/
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5
https://www.whitehouse.gov/environmentaljustice/justice40/
https://planning.ri.gov/stip
https://planning.ri.gov/planning-areas/transportation/long-range-transportation-plan
mailto:Mason.Perrone@doa.ri.gov


Mandatory Municipal Board Training

RIRC&D Seeks Volunteers

The Rhode Island Resource Conserva'on and Development Council  (RIRC&D) needs
volunteers! The program helps people care for natural resources and improve the
quality of life in their communi'es by strengthening local ci'zen’s access to available
sources of assistance through state and federal agency partnerships. Interested? Email
Paul Dolan, Area Director, or call 401/500-0399 for more information. 

Data on Municipal ADUs/Comp Permits

Municipal planners throughout Rhode Island recently received
requests from Statewide Planning for their local data on
Comprehensive Permits and accessory dwelling units (ADUs). The
compila'ons of these requests are now available on our website for
both comp permits and ADUs.

Upcoming Statewide Planning Meetings
All meetings are open to the public.

State Planning Council
April 13 - 9AM

Room 2A, 1 Capitol Hill, Providence

​Technical Committee
April 14 - 9AM

Rm 300, 235 Promenade, Providence

​PHOTO TRIVIA
Do you know where in Rhode Island

you can find this building?
​ See the answer at the bottom of the

newsletter!

http://www.rircd.org/
mailto:rircd2283@gmail.com
https://planning.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur826/files/2023-03/Comprehensive_Permits_Report_2023.pdf
https://planning.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur826/files/2023-03/DSP_ADU_Reporting_Requirement_2023.pdf
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2610&MeetingID=989992
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2610&MeetingID=989992


Water Resources Board
April 21 - 9 AM

Rm 300, 235 Promenade, Providence

Transportation Advisory Committee
April 27 - 5:30PM

Rm 300, 235 Promenade, Providence

Events

Events may be held in person, virtually, or as a hybrid format.

April 1- May 31 RI Historical Cemeteries Awareness and Preserva,on Weeks. Learn
about Rhode Island’s historic cemeteries and burial grounds by par'cipa'ng in clean-
ups, tours, and conservation workshops. All events are free and open to the public.

April 3 - 23 21-Day Racial Equity Habit-Building Challenge. The Challenge is simple!
You commit to deepening your understanding of, and willingness to confront, racism
for twenty-one consecutive days in April to raise your own awareness.

April 4  Update on the RI’s Environmental, Energy, and Climate Programs. The RIDEM
and RI Office of Energy Resources will speak on programs and priori'es. Loca'on:
District Hall, 225 Dyer St., Providence, and on Zoom. Time: 9AM-12PM. Fee: $30-$140.

April 5 Stop Asking Us to Be Resilient: Community Perspec,ves on the “Resilience”
Myth. What is needed to pivot from “resilience” as a stopgap toward more permanent
solutions? Are practitioners asking the right questions? Time: 2PM-3:30PM. Free.

April 5 Transporta,on U,lity Fees/Roadway Maintenance Fees. Learn prac'cal
informa'on on what TUFs are and examples of how municipali'es are using them in
this USDOT webinar. Time: 1PM-3PM. Free.

April 6 Carbon Reduc,on Strategy: State Prac,ces. Webinar will showcase notable
prac'ces in the development of Carbon Reduc'on Strategies by three State DOTs:
Colorado, California and Massachusetts. Time: 3PM. Free.

April 6 Helping Wheelchair Hikers Find Hiking Trails.  Overview of a recently developed
wheelchair-friendly filter showcasing how it was made, lessons learned, and how it
serves their community of hikers. Time: 1Pm-2PM. Free.

April 8 RI Land and Water Conserva,on Mini Summit. The Mini-Summit will feature a
keynote, a panel discussion and opportuni'es to network. Loca'on: URI Center for
Biotechnology & Life Sciences, 120 Flagg Rd, Kingston. Time: 9AM-1PM. Fee: $55.

April 10 RI Climate Jus,ce Hour. RIOER and RIDEM want to hear from community
voices, organizers, and environmental jus'ce advocates about the pressing RI climate
change issues around transportation and energy. Time: 6PM-7:30PM. Free.

April 11 Car-free Urbanism. Hear from urban designers/architects involved with
Culdesac, Tempe and Culdesac, Atlanta, two highly watched developments that are
eliminating cars in residential areas. Time: 12PM. Free. 1 CM, 1 CNU-A.

http://www.wrb.ri.gov/
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2609&MeetingID=990771
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2609&MeetingID=990771
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2609&MeetingID=990771
https://preservation.ri.gov/ricw
https://foodsolutionsne.org/21-day-racial-equity-habit-building-challenge/
https://ebcne.org/event/ebc-rhode-island-leadership-program-update-on-the-states-environmental-energy-and-climate-programs/
https://nationaladaptationforum.org/upcoming-virtual-events/extreme-weather/
https://nationaladaptationforum.org/upcoming-virtual-events/extreme-weather/
https://nationaladaptationforum.org/upcoming-virtual-events/extreme-weather/
https://connectdotcqpub1.connectsolutions.com/content/connect/c1/7/en/events/event/shared/1112389207/event_landing.html?connect-session=breezbreezgvicyy779d5gbdby&sco-id=1341982753&_charset_=utf-8
https://usdot.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_EwiABm6JRH6zhyda0_CIEA
https://www.americantrails.org/training/helping-wheelchair-hikers-find-hiking-trails#eventDetails
https://www.landandwaterpartnership.org/index.php
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89362297220?pwd=VHExMm9LNjFrUDhiWDNBd2NkQzUvdz00#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yeFpBnMXTvyw_frxDttOlA


April 11 Community Learning Event About Residen,al Stormwater Solu,ons. Learn
best management practices like rain barrels, permeable pavers, and bioretention. Time:
6:30PM-7:30PM. Location: Rogers Free Library, 525 Hope Street, Bristol. Free.

April 11 Safer Fleets Challenge: How Adop,ng Intelligent Speed Assistance Can Make
Your Community a Be@er Place to Walk. Intelligent speed assistance (ISA) is a
commercially-available technology to help maintain posted speed limits. Learn how
municipalities are installing ISA and the results. Time: 2PM. Free.

April 12 A State to Local Model for Producing Climate-Adapted Urban Trees. This
webinar will share a municipal partnership model for producing native seed and diverse
tree species for local planting projects that can be replicated. Time: 1PM-2:15PM. Free.

April 12 Let’s Do It: Actionable Climate Action Plans.  Overview of the characteristics of
Climate Ac'on Plans and will provide a endees with a perspec've of how and the best
way to implement them. Time: 9AM-11:30AM. Fee: $30-$140.

April 12 Measuring Accessibility: Planning for Success. Learn about the benefits and
challenges of incorpora'ng accessibility into regional plans, GIS tools, and grant
applications. Time: 2PM. Free.

April 12 The Policy Roadmap to Parks for All. Explore a wide variety of park equity
solu'ons that both address this disparity head-on and leverage parks to create healthy,
thriving, equitable cities. Time: 2PM-3PM. Free.

April 13 A Conversa,on with Pulitzer Prize-Winner Elizabeth Kolbert. Join the author
of  Field Notes from a Catastrophe  and The Sixth Extinction on what can be done to save
our planet. Loca'on: Higgins Welcome Center, URI,  45 Upper College Rd., Kingston  and
livestreamed. Time: 4PM. Free.

April 17 Equity in Roadway Safety Leadership Panel. Join na'onal leaders as they
discuss key ac'ons and tools they are implemen'ng to close dispari'es in traffic
fatalities and serious injuries for underserved communities. Time: 12PM. Free.

April 18 Integra,ng Equity and Adapta,on into the Planning and Environmental
Process. Speakers will share their experiences, best prac'ces and lessons learned in a
variety of seTngs like community-based organiza'on outreach, tribal engagement and
language access. Time: 4PM. Free. 1.5 CM, 1 Eq.

April 20 Cri,cal Conversa,ons: Environmental Jus,ce. Hear environmental jus'ce
scholars discuss the uneven burdens presented by climate change. Time: 4PM-5:30PM.
Location: Pembroke Hall- Room 305, 172 Meeting St., Providence, and online. Free.

April 20 The Use And Influence Of Health Indicators In Municipal Transporta,on
Plans ​Researchers and prac''oners have called for health indicators as one way to
integrate public health concerns into transporta'on decision-making. Time: 3PM. Free.
1 CM.

April 21 Monuments of the Future: Planning for a More Equitable Public Space. Learn
about monument removal and the Na'onal Monument Audit to be er understand the
dynamics that have shaped our landscape. Time: 1PM-2:30PM. Free. 1.5 CM.

April 22 Earth Day 2023.   Check here for cleanups and other Earth Day events in Rhode
Island or organize a cleanup in your neighborhood!

April 25 Inclusionary Retail: How Planning & Law Can Safeguard Small Business.

https://www.easternriconservation.org/events/community-learning-stormwater-runoff-solutions
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ykP2MgKDQEmnsq_qVeoxaw#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ykP2MgKDQEmnsq_qVeoxaw#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ykP2MgKDQEmnsq_qVeoxaw#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ykP2MgKDQEmnsq_qVeoxaw#/registration
https://www.fs.usda.gov/research/products/multimedia/webinars/urbanforestconnections
https://ebcne.org/event/ebc-climate-change-and-air-webinar-lets-do-it-actionable-climate-action-plans/#registration-details
https://airtable.com/shrO44D90ldYtcBVQ?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=b81622b9-2012-4aca-9c46-3c92155b3e2c
https://nextcity.org/events/detail/the-policy-roadmap-to-parks-for-all
https://web.uri.edu/humanities/a-conversation-with-pulitzer-prize-winning-science-writer-and-journalist-elizabeth-kolbert-2/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/field-notes-from-a-catastrophe-9781620409886/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/field-notes-from-a-catastrophe-9781620409886/
https://usdot.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_h-_fgVNwT9aoPpKLL4mPHg
https://form.jotform.com/SCAGweb/toolbox-tuesday
https://brown.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUucu2tqj8iE908Ls6d8L85Hr0xWX_8SRo5
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XgYZVCotQWaPwoKPLdodjw?timezone_id=America%2FNew_York
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dQtezfASRnuwW5QAYsW3Uw#/registration
https://www.earthday.org/
https://www.environmentcouncilri.org/content/ri-earth-month-calendar
https://www.rirrc.org/education-program-support/earth-day-cleanups
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uiJcD3grRzmvugHLBph5sw#/registration


Webinar will feature a panel of planners, lawyers, and community advocates
developing and implemen'ng legal safeguards for the small businesses and
neighborhood-focused commercial tenants that make ci'es and communi'es vibrant.
Time: 1PM. Free. 1 CM

April 26-28 APA NPC23 Online. For those who cannot a end the American Planning
Associa'on's in-person conference in Philadelphia, join the online conference for live
sessions and networking. Fee: $75-$450.

April 26  Spring Stormwater Maintenance. A endees to this Stormwater Innova'on
Center training will learn green infrastructure maintenance issues affec'ng BMPs,
maintenance plans, and a stormwater BMP anatomy primer. Time: 8AM-10:30AM.
Free.

April 26 The Challenge of Net Zero: Can We Electrify to Our Goal? Experts will discuss
what it will take to meet the immense increase in electricity demand required to
accomplish the move away from fossil fuels. Time: 9AM-11:30AM. Fee: $30-$140.

April 26 Transporta,on Reinvestment Zones: The Primer. Learn about TRZs and how
they help communi'es throughout the country narrow the exis'ng funding gap while
accelerating the delivery of transportation projects. Time: 1PM-3PM. Free.

April 27 The Halo Effect: How E-Commerce Can Actually Save Main Street. Hear Main
Street specialists on retail trends, par'cularly clicks-and-bricks and how digital
adop'on can support downtowns, small businesses and entrepreneurs. Time: 2PM.
Free. 1 CM.

April 28 APA's New "Equity in Zoning" Guide. Join this APA-RI Lunch 'n Learn with
Jenny Baker, an author of the American Planning Associa'on's new "Equity in Zoning"
policy guide and a facilitated discussion with the author. Time: 12PM-1:15PM. Free.
1.25 CM.

April 28 What Are They Teaching Those Planning Students? Get an overview of what is
being taught in today’s planning schools and the current state of accredita'on. Time:
1PM-2:30PM. Free. 1.5 CM.

Grants & Deadlines

April 7 Community Spark Grant deadline for projects and programs that spark change
and catalyze a community’s ability to create places where bicycling is a safe, easy, and
more accessible option. 

April 7 SNEP Watershed Implementa,on Grant (SWIG23) will award $2.9 million in
grants to programs and partnerships working to restore clean water, healthy
ecosystems and sustainable communities throughout Southeast New England. 

April 12 Na,onal Coastal Resilience Fund deadline for pre-proposals for the
implementa'on of nature-based solu'ons to enhance the resilience of coastal
communities and ecosystems to climate threats.

April 13 Low or No Emission Grant Program (Low-No Program) from the FTA is for the
purchase or lease of zero-emission and low-emission transit buses, including
acquisition, construction, and leasing of required supporting facilities. 

April 14 The Environmental Jus,ce Collabora,ve Problem-Solving Coopera,ve

https://www.planning.org/conference/registration/
https://www.stormwaterinnovation.org/spring-trainings
https://ebcne.org/event/ebc-energy-resources-webinar-the-challenge-of-net-zero-can-we-electrify-to-our-goal/
https://connectdotcqpub1.connectsolutions.com/content/connect/c1/7/en/events/event/shared/1112389207/event_landing.html?connect-session=breezbreezgvicyy779d5gbdby&sco-id=1342027017&_charset_=utf-8
https://dvrpc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_I9LFz2PHROe8Fk-TFkrD2Q#/registration
https://www.rhodeislandapa.org/lunch-and-learn-apas-new-equity-in-zoning-guidance/
https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/publication/download_pdf/Equity-in-Zoning-Policy-Guidev2.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1kw35BRpS1OXmSHA5T2dxA#/registration
https://bicyclefriendly.secure-platform.com/a/page/spark?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2054-DM101771&ACSTrackingLabel=Active People March 2023 funding &deliveryName=USCDC_2054-DM101771
https://estuaries.org/snep-watershed-grant/2023-snep-watershed-implementation-grants/
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/national-coastal-resilience-fund
https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/low-or-no-emission-and-grants-buses-and-bus-facilities-competitive-programs-fy2023


Agreement Program provides financial assistance to eligible organiza'ons working to
address local environmental or public health issues in their communities.

April 14 Environmental Jus,ce Government-to-Government Program provides
funding at the state, local, territorial, and tribal level for measurable environmental or
public health impacts in communi'es dispropor'onately burdened by environmental
harms.

April 17 Clean Air Act Grants under the Infla,on Reduc,on Act will help deliver
cleaner air through programs that address air quality, transporta'on, indoor air, and
climate change. 

April 21 Strengthening Rural Communi,es by Design deadline for communi'es with
popula'ons of 50,000 or less is to enhance the quality of life and economic vitality of
rural America through planning, design, and creative placemaking.

April 21 Rhode Island Statewide Natural Systems Demonstra,on Project provides
financial and technical assistance to farmers and forestland owners to address natural
resource concerns through an array of conservation practices. 

April 21 Scituate Reservoir Watershed Farmers for the Rhode Island Farm
Conserva,on Implementa,on Project for conserva'on assistance to farmers and
forestland owners to address natural resource concerns through an array of
conservation practices.

April 27 AmeriCorps Na,onal Civilian Community Corps deadline for high-impact
service projects for non-profits, faith based organiza'ons, government en''es, public
schools and Native American Tribal Councils between August 2023 and May 2024.  

April 30 Cohesive Fire Strategy Program will support and carry out the first two goals
of the Na'onal Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy: Restore and Maintain
Landscapes and Create Fire Adapted Communities.

Articles of Interest

Thirty-eight unit development would be 'devastating'

A winery/campground?

All signs point towards demolition of old train station

Will Johnston’s Amazon warehouse deliver?

Planning board approves affordable development amid community
concerns

Accusations hurled over hiring of grantwriter

RI Statewide Pla ​nning Staff

Click here for staff contact information.

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-collaborative-problem-solving-cooperative-agreement-5
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-government-government-program
https://www.epa.gov/grants/clean-air-act-grants-under-inflation-reduction-act
https://www.rural-design.org/how-to-apply
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/rhode-island
https://www.environmentcouncilri.org/content/ecri-calendar?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D166094759
https://americorps.gov/partner/how-it-works/americorps-nccc
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r9/workingtogether/grants/?cid=FSEPRD898823
https://www.valleybreeze.com/news/wadsworth-avenue-residents-strongly-oppose-potential-development/article_e575f234-c217-11ed-817b-136260377745.html
https://nrinow.news/2023/03/02/chepachet-man-submits-plans-for-new-winery-campground-on-the-burrillville-glocester-town-line/
https://www.valleybreeze.com/news/all-signs-point-toward-demolition-of-old-train-station/article_529d739e-bc39-11ed-a29c-ebf97da3ed90.html
https://warwickonline.com/stories/will-johnstons-amazon-deliver,204221
https://www.valleybreeze.com/news/planning-board-approves-affordable-development-amid-community-concerns/article_1aee8e58-cd12-11ed-a058-8fde04ad7177.html
https://www.valleybreeze.com/news/in-ns-accusations-hurled-over-hiring-of-grant-writer/article_b409f688-c7d4-11ed-98e7-e3001e710080.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/d14f1a37601/3600ec3b-2ddf-4fe5-98cc-1a29b4092374.pdf


Photo Trivia Answer

WARREN
Lyric Theater (1916)

(Photo: www.giftimagine.com)
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